
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Reaching Heights Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 
School Foundation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Reaching Heights Summer Music Camp 

Your Project Summary: Reaching Heights brings together local musicians and music educators to create a 

week-long, affordable, music immersion experience for up to ninety 10 to 15 year olds. Each day, children 

participate in 2 orchestra rehearsals; work in their instrument group in a master class and in a sectional 

rehearsal; participate in a chamber group; develop their understanding of music theory in an interactive 

small group setting; and explore a new musical interest such as jazz, drumming, ukulele, or choir. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The organization has done this project before with success and they have adapted things to suit 

their needs which is a demonstration of their organizational capacity. The plan for the project is solid and 

the financial plan checks out. Qualified arts and cultural professionals are working with the organization to 

implement this project. The camp will challenge participating students and perhaps inspire them. As for 

public benefit – it is clear the organization is thinking about their community’s needs/wants and trying to 

make this experience accessible to everyone. The organization has a very clear picture of who is served 

by this project, who is involved, and how everyone involved is impacted. I would like to see more information 

about how they are working with the students (not just the musicians, counselors, other staff involved) to 

adapt the camp to suit their interests/needs. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides evidence of artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

Project staff are well-qualified to execute project activities, but I would like to have seen more information 

about what level the students are that participate in this project. Is this project for students with significant 

experience? It's not clear. Organizational Capacity - The application provides strong evidence or 

organizational capacity; they exhibit considerable experience in doing this project and project goal is 

appropriate. Public Benefit - The application provides evidence of public benefit. Clearly the community 

served benefits from the project; although I would liked to have seen evidence that the applicant works 

directly with the participants in designing project activities. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. There is a good demonstration of meaningful 

engagement in the community. The proposal is clear about who they are serving in the community "at risk" 

campers. The proposal is well thought out and provides sufficient support materials. I do not doubt the 

applicants organizational capacity to carry out the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Reaching Heights, Cleveland Height University somewhat 

meets the funding criteria through their proposal for Summer Music Camp. They especially show the public 

benefit of this project as it meaningfully engage ninety 10 to 15 year olds in a week long music immersion 

experience. They demonstrate that they understand and respond to the community by asking for a $200 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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camp fee but allowing for families to pay what they can afford with a minimum of $25 per camper. They use 

the knowledge of the CH-UH community to drive their work. They do not explicitly mention too many built 

relationships with residents and community partners. They also demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy 

by engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project.They appear 

to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have an 

engaged and diverse board, staff (camp administrator, orchestra director, 2 music teachers, 15 instrument 

specialists) and core group of volunteers (mentors and coaches). They have a definite set of project goals 

and itinerary for the camp. The ways to measure progress are a bit weak (anecdotes and collaborations 

with other instructors). Attendance and completion of the course could be easy to track and showcase. 

Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. They expect to match the request from tuition fees 

like last year. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The applicant demonstrated its 

commitment, understanding and ability to work with and respond to its community of students, their families, 

professional musicians and audience. The additional context provided in part four of the application 

narrative helped me better grasp the Summer Camp's public benefit. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The 

applicant has recruited and engaged a diverse team of musicians qualified to complete the project. I was 

impressed that a few members of the coaching ensemble and high school mentor team were graduates of 

Cleveland Heights High School; reflects on longstanding public benefit of the experience. Organizational 

Capacity: Student to teacher ratios, quality of instruction and staff representation, quality of camper 

experience + performance, project goals and the ability to recruit students that can pay full tuition as well 

as provide scholarships to school district students who may otherwise be unable to attend indicate the 

applicant has the ability to successfully plan and manage its project well. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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